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Head of American Medical Asm cietion Concurs in Sawyer Diagnosis, 
That Canned Foods Did Not Cause President Harding's Il:ness. 


A telegram has been received from Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, 


President of the American Medical Association, and consulting physician to 
President Harding. It reads: 


“President Harding's preliminary illness was in no way 
assOcieted with canned foods." 


t 
This makes it unenimous, for, in a statement given to the 
press of the country on Saturday, September lst, Doctor Sawyer, the President's 
Physician, completely exonerated canned foods. This statement was concurred in 
by Dr. C. M. Cooper, consulting diagnostician. An effort was made to reach 
Doctor Wilbur, but, owing to the fact that he was in the Sierras, California, he 


could not be reached. Subsequently, however, he sent the telegram as above out~ 
lined. 


Wide attention was given to the statements by the newspapers. 
A full report, carrying Doctor Sawyer's letter, was sent out from Washington by 
the Associated Press and other press assciations. There were notable articles in 


the Washington Post, Baltimore Sun, New York Times, New York Tribune, and other 
important papers. 


Likewise, there wes considerable comment upon Doctor Wilbur's 
statement, which was given to the press immediately upon receipt. 


Numerous clippings have been received, but this service 
would be greatly facilitated if members would send to the National Canners Associe- 


tion any clippings regarding the Sawyer, Cooper, or Wilbur statements which may 
come to their attention. 
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Administrative Council Approvos Establishment of 
The Adminictrative Council of the Naticnal Canners Associa~ 
tion has approved the establishment of zone warehouses, for the technical examina- 
tion and identification of swells, in several of the States, where the Association 
will work coUperatively with local and Stete food officials. 


In this connection, it is interesting to say that a number 
of State food officials are anxious to have the plan tried out, and have offered ali 
possible consistent codperation. 


Some of our members are reporting unusually large cleims for 
spoilage, which are being promptly investigated by technical men representing the 
Association. In most instances, it has been found that these claims are very much 
larger than the actual spoilage. 


President Anderson to Address Chain Store Convention. 


President Anderson, of the National Canners Association, will 
be one of the principal speakers at the annual meeting of the National Chain Store 
Grocers’ Association in New York City on the 2lst of September. 


Canned Foods Week Pledges Now Being Received. 


In order to lay the groundwork of the coming campaign, the 
canning industry was asked recently to express on pledge cards an indication of 
its financiel support. Most of the canners are making their pledges upon a basis 
of ten dollars per line of machinery. The Canned Foods Week Committee is exceed- 
ingly anxious to have these pledges in by the time of its meeting early in November. 


Maryland Plant Beds Increase Tomato Yields. 


During the last of August and the first few days of September, 
the Director cf the Bureau of Raw Products Research of the National Ceanners Associa~ 
tion has been making field investigations in Maryland and Virginia in connection 
with the improvement of tomato yields. Last season, through plant bed demonstra- 
tions carried on in Cecil County, Maryland, under the immediate supervision of 
County “gent Radebaugh, the average yield of the growers codperating in the work was 
increased to nearly ten tons per acre. Following conferences with the Raw Products 
Research Bureau of the National Canners Association, the Maryland Extension Service 
agreed to enlarge the scope of this work for 1923, and demonstrations were provided 
in several ccunties. Some thirty-five centralized community plant beds were oper- 


ated this season. This work was financed jointly by Maryland University and the 
Tri-State Packers Association. 


While the spring of 1923 was a most difficult one for plant 
Production, the community plant beds were very generally successful, and they were, 
without question, the means of furnishing codperating growers with a better quality 
of plents than otherwise would have been available. While the crep is late, there 

is striking improvement apparent as a result of the organized effort made to in- 


crease the yield and quality of Maryland tomatoes. This effo 
more fully after the crop is harvested. rt will be reviewed 
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Larger Cans of Selmon Admitted Free Into Italy. 


Canned salmon weighing more than % kilo up to one kilo per 
can is exempt from duty when imported into Italy, accerding to a decree effective 
July 27, 1923, say: consular advices tc the Department of Commerce. On June 12, 
1923, canned salmon weighing up tot kilo per can was exempt from duty. 


Another One Guessed Wrong. 


A doctor was very much perplexed in diagnosing a recent case. 
He was called to attend a patient suffering from intestinal disorder, and upon 
being questioned regarding the food he had eaten recently, the sick man mentioned 
that he had parteken of both canned peaches and canned pears. 


This must have been quite a poser to the doctor, but he met 
the situation by accusing both the peaches and pears, and quite readily diagnosed 

the case as "ptomaine poisoning" from eating canned peaches and pears. He did this. 
notwithstanding that no examination of the cans or contents had been made- In fact, 
he did not even see either. 


However, an improvement in the situation is being noted, and 
the work the Association is doing in investigating illnesses alleged to be due to 
canned foods is gradually showing results. 


Special Trucking Necessary at Chicago for Army Supplies. 


The Commanding Officer in the Office of the Chicago Quarter- 
master Intermediate Depot, has given out the following statement: 


"1. Attention is invited to delivery point 
designated for delivery to:- 

Commanding Officer, 

Chicago Quartermaster Intermediate Depot, 
1819 West Pershing Road, 

Chicago, Illinois. 


for supplies 


"2. As the Quartermaster Warehouse is located about seven 


miles from freight stations, arrangements for delivery can be made with the follow- 
ing teaming contractors: 


Jos. Stockton Transfer Co., 1020 South Canal St., Chicago, Ill. 
A.T.Willett Co., East South Water St., Chicago, Ill. 

Broderick Teaming Co., 3227 Shields Ave., Chicago, 111. 

Arthur Dixon Transfer Co., 425 South Wells St., Chicago, I11." 


United States Army in the Market for Canned Foods. 


The Chicago Quartermaster Intermediate Depot, 1819 West 
Pershing Road, Chicago, Illinois, will receive bids until 10 a.m., Standard Time, on 
September 13, 1923, on the following canned foods: 
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600 No. 24 cans apples; 648 No. 3 cans apple butter; 720 No.3 
cans beets; 526 No. 1 cans chili con carne; 12,900 No. 2 cans sugar corn; 900 No» © 
cans sardines in 011; 144 No. 1 cans tuna; 6,336 i+1lb. cans salmon; 400 8-02. cans 
mushrooms; 696 l-pt. jars pickled olives; 168 jars sweet mixed pickles; 720 No. 3 
cans sweet potatoes; 120 No. 1 cans mock turtle soup; 120 No. 1 cens oxtail soup; 
1,536 No. 1 cans tomato soup; 240 No. 1 cans vegetabie soup; 240 B-oz. bottles chil: 
sauce; 288 Si-oz. bottles meat sauce; 720 l-pt. bottles tomato ketchup. 


Canners interested should communicate with the above address 
and request blanks for bids on these commodities. 
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